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order, and, if it possessed the one real virtue of a coalition,
cohesiveness, might well govern Germany., if it governed Ger-
many well, for a generation. But no real effort was made to form
such a coalition. It would have implied such a strengthening of
the parliamentary system, of the democratic system, as would
have been repugnant to the many possible members of it who
looked to a certain supersession of that system j and even if that
difficulty were got over by the fact of power remaining where,
in the minds of "national" thinkers, power ought to remain, it
was none the less true that a confessional party was an impossible
basis for it. Once again the statement must be made that it was the
existence of the Centrum as a confessional party which prevented
German parliamentarism as established at Weimar from taking
the only course that could have saved it as a system in the difficult
period into which it was entering.

It was all too obvious that the policy of Bruening, using the
word in the widest sense and not in that of an ad hoc programme,
was not and could not be the policy of the Centrum, which could
never afford to risk the chance of being driven into an opposition
of any long duration. Bruening himself, indeed, had not risen
to the conception of a great conservatively inclined coalition; at
heart he was not sufficient of a democrat to devise a policy whose
aim would have been to save democracy. He was content to
devise a policy which would preserve ordered government of any
kind, and by ordered government he meant government indepen-
dent of the vagaries and changes of the parliamentary system.
But the leaders of his party, and particularly local leaders, very
properly conceived it their duty to look after the interests of their
party and their confession. To those interests any permanent
coalition seemed to be opposed. In view of the composition of
their party the door to co-operation with any party., in the present
instance the Socialists, must never be closed. They could close
it temporarily in the Reich by opening it a little wider in Prussia
and smooth over any unpleasantnesses by a quick change of
leadership; if Treviranus and Schiele were the natural collabora-
tors with Bruening, Mueller and Braun were the natural colla-
borators with Wirth. The essential condition of a permanent middle-